THE DEFENCE OF FREEDOM AND PEACE
an address to the people of the united states of america
october 16, 1938
October 10. Germany completes the occupation of the ceded areas of
Czechoslovakia—exceeding m many cases the agreed
boundaries—while the Gestapo carries out its customary
pogroms.
[October 16, 1938.
I
 AVAIL myself with relief of the opportunity of speaking to
the people of the United States. I do not know how long
such liberties will be allowed. The stations of uncensorcd
expression are closing down; the lights are going out; but there
is still time for those to whom freedom and parliamentary govern-
ment mean something, to consult together. Let me, then, speak
in truth and earnestness while time remains.
The American people have, it seems to me, formed a true
judgment upon the disaster which has befallen Europe. They
realise, perhaps more clearly than the French and British publics
have yet done, the far-reaching consequences of the abandonment
and ruin of the Czechoslovak Republic. I hold to the conviction
I expressed some months ago, that if in April, May or June, Great
Britain, France and Russia had jointly declared that they would
act together upon Nazi Germany if Herr Hitler committed an act of
unprovoked aggression against this small State, and if they had
told Poland, Yugoslavia and Rumania what they meant to do in
good time, and invited them to join the combination of peace-
defending Powers, I hold that the German Dictator would have
been confronted with such a formidable array that he would have
been deterred from his purpose. This would also have been an
opportunity for all the peace-loving and moderate forces in
Germany, together with the chiefs of the German Army, to make
a great effort to re-establish something like sane and civilised
conditions in their own country. If the risks of war which were
run by France and Britain at the last moment had been boldly
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